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appears to have been attained until the eighteenth century,
when the Darbys made the discovery. Dud Dudley, an
undergraduate of Balliol brought down from Oxford at the
age of twenty to manage his father's works, claims to have
made iron of good quality with coal. Although enjoying a
patent (1621) he suffered, according to his own account, from
the malice of rival ironmasters and was discouraged by ' law-
suits and riots ' from prosecuting his inventions1. Whether
this was the true explanation, or whether he magnified his
achievements, it is impossible to determine. Writing near
the end of the seventeenth century Plot spoke of the utiliza-
tion of coal for various purposes, but " for melting, fining
and refining of iron it cannot be brought to do " 2; and
though Abraham Darby was smelting with coke at Coal-
brookdale as early as 1709 3, yet more than half a century
later the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manu-
factures and Commerce, was offering premiums for making
pig iron with coke " equally good as that made with wood
charcoa] "4.
impart*- The scarcity of fuel retarded the development of the iron
industry. The output of iron, so far from increasing, appears
to have diminished. A parliamentary committee was in-
formed in 1737 that the production of bar iron was only
12,000, ' or at most 15,000 ', tons as compared with 18,000
tons in 1718 5; yet while the native output remained sta-
tionary or even declined, the importation of foreign bar iron
within the same period was expanding. The principal
source of the foreign supply was Sweden, which produced
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